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Church Case: Some Glimpses
Adv. Dr. Mathai Mampallil

The Malankara Orthodox Church is being insulted and blamed not only by the
Patriarch faction in the Church but also by the Heads of other sister churches for no
valid reason. While doing this, they seem to have forgotten all their past history or
what their predecessors had done. Only few points from the Church records are
referred below

1. Though the Patriarch Mar Ignatius Yacoub-III issued Kalpana No.203/70
dated 22.6.1970, stating "Saint Thomas the Apostle had never founded any throne
to be called "Throne of Saint Thomas the Apostle, for he was not a priest......As he
was not a priest, how did he become a high priest? As he was not a high priest, how
could he found a throne?" These statements were nothing, but the highest hersey
in the whole Christendom and against the teachings of Lord Jesus and the Scrip-
tures and against the doctrine of all apostolic churches.

He is the same person who wrote a book "History of Syrian Church in india",
published by JSC Publications available both in English and Malayalam. He has
clearly stated that St. Thomas the Apostle founded Church in India in the first
century and established seven churches at different places in Kerala. The Apostle
ordained priests from four families and also consecrated a Bishop named Kepha
(page 39). Quoting an apocryphal book of the early centuries, he also mentioned,
St. Thomas also consecrated two more bishops, namely Barhudabsabo and Thoma
(page 39). Fom the family of King Gondaphorus, Prince Juzanes was baptized and
consecrated as Bishop for the whole of India with the name Mar Thomas (page 40).

Mar Baselios Geevarghese-II, as Catholicose seated on the throne of Apostle
St.Thomas issued Kalpna No.105/58 dated 16.12.1958 accepted Mar Yacoub-I1I as
Patriarch of Antioch and the Metropolitans under him in Malankara subject to the
provisions of the Constitution passed by the Malankara Suryiyani Christian Asso-
ciation in 1934.

This Patriarch had lived in Kerala as a Ramban from 1933 to 1946 and knew the
history of the Church well. It seems as a Ramban, he had maintained personal
relation with HH Catholicose Geevarghse-II. I had occasion to hear his speeches
and see him and talk to him in Malayalam as a young boy of 12 years at Manjinikara
in May 1964.

2. There is apprehension about the retirement of Justice Arun Mishra from
Supreme Court on 2.9.2020. The Tudgment of 3rd July 2017 is not the judgment of
Mr. Arun Mishra's personal. It is the judgment of the Supreme Court and he was one
of the two judges in the Bench. There are nearly 30 judges, who heard the hearings
and gave judgments in the Church case from 1950s onwards. There were five judges
in 1958 and three judges in 1995. The judgments were almost on the same lines.
Even in 1889, there were three judges in the Travancore Royal Court of Appeal.

3. The Malankara Orthodox Church being in the family of Oriental Orthodox
Churches is not at the mercy of the Syrian Orthodox Patriarch. There was a holy
father, Mar John, on behalf of Saint Thomas Christians (Indian Church) at the First
Univrsal Ecumenical Council at Nicea in AD 325 one of the reasons for Cananites
for migrating to India to escape persecution in their own land. This was long before
West Syrian Church heard about an Indian Church.

4.  Reconciliation between the two Divisions in the Malankara Church- Ef-
forts were made at very high level in the past -

a) Malankara Metropolitan, Mar Dionysius-VI made a special trip to Mardin in
1923, met the Patriarch Mar Elias-1II and requested for settlement. The Metropolitan's
love for the Church and his concern for unity in the Church were so real that he was
willing to take any risk for the realisation of the goal. He and his party stayed for 67
days and held several round of discussions. The Patriarch justified the action of his
predecessors in demanding registered deed from Metropolitans and parish churches,
acknowledging the authority of the Patriarch in both temporal and spiritual matters.
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He was not willing to accept the continuance of the Catholicate in India. The Met-
ropolitan being a Trustee and Custodian of Church properties was bound by law to
keep the properties of the church and not to part with it. Ultimately the talks failed

a)  The Catholicose, HH Mar Baselios Geevrghese-1I made a Peace Mission
to Homs in 1934 to hold talks with Patriarch Mar Aprem. The discussions continued
for over two months but could not formulate any solution or formula for peace in
the church. Utterly disappointed with the stubbornness of the Patriarch, the
Catholicose and his party returned to India. In the subsequent letter, the Patriarch
referred to the Catholicose Mar Baselios as 'old man Punnoose' and characterised
him as a weak man.

b) Lord Irwin, the Viceroy and Governor General of India, had taken a keen
interest for resolving the disputes between two factions in the Malankara Church.
The Viceroy made a visit to Travancore in December 1929 and held discussions
with Metropolitans from both the sides. The Viceroy attended the Holy Eucharist
celebrated by His Holiness Mar Geevarghese-II at St.George Church, Trivandrum
on Sunday, 8th December, 1929 throughout (full Service) by standing unlike the
system in Anglican Church. His Holiness made a concession and asked the Viceroy
to take a seat while reading the Diptychs (Thubden). Few others also followed suit,
slowly the system of congregation sitting while reading Thubden during Holy
Service became a practice throughout the Church. After few years, the Patriarch
Mar Elias-I1I met the Viceroy at Delhi during his visit to Malankara in 1932. The
proposals made by the Viceroy for appointing a Commission for settlement was not
acceptable to the Patriarch.

c)  Bishop Pakenham Walsh of the Church of England, Bishop of Assam and
Principal of Bishop's College, Calcutta, earnestly desired for peace in the Malankara
Church. The Bishop visited the Patriarch of Antioch at Homs in 1935 and held
detailed discussions with the Metropolitans and leaders of both the sides in Kerala.
The proposals submitted by him were not approved by the Patriarch.

d) Many other groups like Aluva peace negotiations, Peace League and
Chingavanam Terms 1949-50 were all held and proposals submitted. Nothing
materialised. At last, it ended with the final Judgment and Order from the Supreme
Courtin 1958.

e)  Every time there was reconciliation efforts at very high level, always sabo-
taged by the other side before the Judgments from Supreme Court in 1958, 1995,
2002 and 2017.

5. Police Control of Institutions and Churches in Kerala -

This is nothing new in the legal history of Kerala. Following the Judgment of
Travancore High Court in March 1923 setting aside the order of Kottayam District
Court in Vattipanam Case, Police took control of the Kottayam Seminary where the
office and residence of Malankara Metropolitan Mar Dionysius Geevarghese were
located. Mar Dionysius did not hide and vacated the Seminary. He did not ask the
police, 'take me by force' as the Metropolitan-Trustee of Jacobite faction Mar
Gregorios was repeatedly asking the police at Mulunthuruthy, nor did he ask the
police 'where should I go', like Mar Alexandrios, another bishop at Thiruvarppu.

6.  a) The Jacobite faction was in the habit of approaching the Court even on
frivolous grounds. All petitions/suits in the Church case were filled by them except
one by the Orthodox. About a year before his death Mar Dionysius-VI (Vattasseril
Thirumeni) had executed a will making over all the properties of the Church admin-
istered by him to the Episcopal Synod of the Church after his time. The Jacobite
faction raised objection to its adoption in the Court soon after his death. But the
Court dismissed the Case and the Will was executed.

b) For the first time in india, the Catholicose, Mar Baselios Geevarghese-II
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consecrated Holy Chrism (Moron) in April 1931. The Metropolitan of the opposite
faction took objection and send out a Kalpana to the churches. However, later they
were using the same Holy Moron consecrated by this holy father.

7. Church Act - Ramban Maccabi is on hunger strike at Piramadam Dayara to
force the Government of Kerala to make the Church Act. He feels it can be a weapon
against the Orthodox Church. He does not know that most of the provisions in the
proposed draft submitted by late Justice Krishna Iyer are covered in the 1934 Con-
stitution of the Malankara Church and it being a Trust is accountable to the Gov-
ernment. The Socities Registration Act, 1860, a Central legislation, which was adapted
by the Government of India in 1950 and the relevant Trust Act of various States
under which many Dioceses and Parishes are separately registered are stronger
than the proposed Church Act. These Churches and Institutions are accountable
to the Chief Charity Cmmissioner or the Registrar of Societies and the Commis-
sioner of Income Tax. The Returns and Accounts are regularly audited by the
Chartered Accountants and submitted to the concerned Authority and the Income
Tax Dept. Ramban is trying to create public sympathy and publicity. In this, he is
violating the basic criteria of obedience for a monk as his Superior Metropolitan has
not given permission to undertake the fast. Metropolitan Alexadrios is also enact-
ing drama, a futile exercise.

8. Statements by other Heads of Churches are nothing but fishing in troubled
water.

a)  Syro-Malabar - Their first Bishop, Chandy Kathanar of Pakalomattom fam-
ily was one of the four Advisors of Mar Thoma-I. He was attracted by allurements
and higher positions. He betrayed his bishop and mother church and jumped over
to more green pastures. The Syro Malabar Church should return the churches of
Orthodox Church occupied by them, like Kuravilangad, Edappally, Udayamperoor,
Kaduthuruthy and other nearly two dozen churches to it and then preach the
gospel. These churches were founded by Saint Thomas Christians long before the
Roman Catholic missionaries came to India.

b) Syro-Malankara - They have no moral rights to speak. Their priesthood
and apostolic faith is from the Malankara Orthodox Church and they have nothing
to do with Antioch. Their basic doctrine and liturgy is that of Malankara Orthodox
Church except that of Infallibility of Pope and Filioque. The founder of this Rite Fr.
PT Geevarghese Panickar was consecrated as a Episcopa by Gevarghese Mar Ivanios
by ther Second Catholicose of the East, HH Mar Baselios Gevarghese-I, on May 1,
1925 and he was elevated as Metroplitan/Archbishop by the Third Catholicose, HH
Mar Baselios Gevarghese-II on February 15, 1929. When he breached the pledge
taken by him at the holy Altar of Mar Elia Cathedral, Kottayam (Salmosa), betrayed
his Mother Church, guide and mentor St. Dionysius Vattasseril and joined the
Roman Catholic Church, Vatican itself was in a confused stage about his priest-
hood. He was ordained by the Second Catholicose, who was consecrated as a
Metropolitan by the Patriarch Abdul Messiah in 1913. He was enthroned and in-
stalled as Catholicose by the local Synod without any help from outside in 1925.

It was a time the position of Patriarch Abdul Messiah, validity of Catholicate
and priesthood in Malankara were challenged in the Court and the proceedings
were going on. Vatican appointed a Commission of three Cardinals to look into the
issues and on the basis of Commission Report, Pope received Mar Ivanios into
Roman Catholic fold, without any further procedure except pledge of loyalty to
Pope. The priesthood and establishment of Catholicate in Malankara were duly
accepted by the Roman Catholic Church. A separate Rite, known as Syro-Malankara
Rite was established in 1932, 22nd Rite in the Catholic Church and this is their
priesthood and it is not imported from Antioch.

Their founder Mar Ivanios wanted to occupy the status of Catholicose, which
was not allowed by Rome. He was granted only the position of Arch Bishop and
later raised as Major Archbishop. There is no change so far. In the Roman Catholic
Church, there is only one titular Patriarch in India and he is the present Archbishop
of Goa, but he is not a Cardinal. The designation being used by Cardinal Mar Clemis
as Mar Baselios Catholicose is only for self satisfaction and nothing but a joke and
unapproved in the Roman Catholic heierachy. From the time of his establishing a
separate Rite in 1932, Mar Ivanios and his successors have used all sorts of method
for attracting more bishops, priests, stealing sheep from Malankara Church, estab-
lishing churches in the close vicinity of the Mother Church, offering jobs and
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Itis possible only in democratic India that the Orders
from the highest Court in the country are violated and
obstructed from implementation. It is not in the inter-
est of a democratic nation that even after three years
the orders are not implemented with power and might
of the people and judges are personally b
lamed and corruption is alleged.

allurements and it is still being continued at some places. Mar Ivanios was origi-
nally appointed Manager of our Schools and he took away many of the Schools
also for which there were long litigations. What ecumenism and love as taught by
Jesus in stealing sheeps?

c¢)  Mar Thoma Syrian Church - Their founder, a young deacon of 22 years
studying at Madras obtained the consecration as Metropolitan from Antioch by
fraud in 1842. When the complaints from Malankara reached the Patriarch, the
Patriarch called Mar Athanasios a wolf and Balayar. The successive Patriarchs of
Antioch excommunicated him and on this basis, the Travancore Government with-
drew proclamation recognising him as Malankara Metropolitan. Though he was a
native, he and his immediate successor were not elected by the people, a require-
ment stressed by the Royal Court of Appeal in 1889. The excommunication still
continues against his successor bishops. Whatever the Patriarchs may say, there is
nothing on record that the excommunication against Mar Athanasios Mathews and
Mar Athanasios Thomas was withdrawn any time.

d)  The litigation with the Reformist group (Mar Thoma Church) was bitter.
They did not go out empty handed as is being claimed. They got Kottarakkra
church without a duel, they got Maramon and Kozhencheryy churches through
court decisions and was also given the right to conduct services on alternate
Sundays in five other churches. They demolished the tomb of Mar Ivanios
Youhanon, a Syrian Prelate considered a saint at Chengannur old Suriyani church
and also demolished the tomb of Achal Achen considered a saint at Kottarakkarra
church,

The Mar Thoma Metropolitan is now talking about St. Ignatius and St. Polycarp
and then what is wrong in seeking intercession of Mother Saint Mary and other
saints and praying for departed souls. Either Jacobite faction has to give this up, or
the Mar Thoma Church has to accept this for a compromise.

The Constitution of the Mar Thoma Church, Article 1, says:

"The Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church, believed to have been founded by
Saint Thomas, one of the Apostles of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world and
known by the name of the Apostle". In the Introduction part, it is mentioned ".....the
ancient Church founded in India by St. Thomas the Apostle. Our forefatheres have
undergone great difficulties to maintain and preserve the Episcopal tradition, au-
tonomous and democratic character.....". How can the Mar Thoma Church join
hands with a Patriarch who said St. Thomas is not even a priest and that priesthood
is not valid and his followers, when they themselves stand excommunicated by the
Patriarch.

9.  The other Churches should know that the present parish churches in
dispute, being taken over by the police as a result of the Court orders, were the
churches of the Orthodox Church built by the local Saint Thomas Christians. These
churches were illegally occupied by the other faction with muscle power and ousted
the Orthodox priests and people. The list of these parish churches were submitted
to the Court and forms part of the Court proceedings. No other church is being
taken over. If the churches of Patriarch faction are being lost to them, they are
responsible for it.

10. It is possible only in democratic India that the Orders from the highest
Court in the country are violated and obstructed from implementation. It is not in
the interest of a democratic nation that even after three years the orders are not
implemented with power and might of the people and judges are personally blamed
and corruption is alleged. Q
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Justin Thomas got the WORLD RECORD Certificates of WORLD BOOK OF
RECORDS U.K.,AMERICA BOOK OF RECORDS, INTERNATIONAL BOOK OF
RECORDS, STAR 2020 AWARD, URF RECORDS & BEST OF INDIA RECORDS
from our beloved H. G. Dr. Abraham Mar Seraphim Metropolitan, Bangalore Dio-
cese. For the music composition of “THE WARRIORS” beloved Vijay Yesudas, Jassie
Gift,Sudeep Kumar, Sreya jayadeep,Anju Joseph, Sreya Raghav RJ Nimmy and all
325 artistes for this album. We congratulate to your amazing achievement.
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